THE  ABSOLUTE  MONARCHY

the desire to continue the monarchical and absolutist reaction begun by the
first Bourbons.  Revolt had discredited freedom.1

Mazarin lived until 1661, and during the last years of his life did
good work for France. Spain had to be dealt with, once and for all;
that country, though whittled down by the Treaties of Westphalia,
nonetheless persisted in poisoning all France's domestic quarrels. Showing
as few scruples as the enemy, Mazarin. organized revolts in Catalonia,
Portugal and Naples and, in order to beat Spain down, did not hesitate
to ally himself with Cromwell's regicide and Protestant England. He
was merely following Richelieu's tradition: no religion on the battle-
field. Thanks to this alliance and Turenne's genius, he won the Battle
of die Dimes. Militarily, Spain was thenceforth out of the picture. Yet
to ensure peace an alliance was needed, and the King had to marry the
daughter of die King of Spain. Now Louis was passionately in love with
one of Mazarin's nieces, Marie Mancini, but in marriage a king must
consider the interest of the crown rather than the leanings of his heart.
Mazarin begged Louis XIV to master his passions: *I implore you,
for your glory, for your honour, for the service of God, for the good of
the kingdom . . . generously to command yourself . . .' The King
yielded. The Peace of the Pyrenees completed the re-establishment of
France's borders, giving her the RoussiLLon, the Cerdagne and Artois;
Catalonia remained Spanish, which was just, since this province formed a
natural part of the Iberian Peninsula. Maria Theresa, eldest daughter of
Philip IV and Elizabeth of France, married Louis XIV. In return for a
dowry of five hundred thousand gold tens, she gave up her rights to her
father's throne. Spain, however, was very poor; the dowry could never
be paid; and all hopes remained legitimate, even that of one day seeing
the two crowns united, since Philip IV had not at diat moment any male
heir.4 Mazarin had more than completed Richelieu's work; in i66r he
died, after having discussed finances with one of his favourite assistants,
Colbert, in the very midst of his death throes. Louis XI V's personal rule
had begun.

1 See Louis MADBLIN, La Pronde.

a Widowed in 1646, IIQ had just remarried. But the child who was to succeed him under
the name of Charles tt was not yet born when Louis XIV married Maria TluSresa, in 1660.
The future Charles II came into the world during the following year, i6dl.
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